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several primaries.

Underwing light colored, with relatively little
black on outer primaries.

Tail white with broad black terminal band, wider
than Bonaparte's terminal band. Terminal band
complete, not broken.

ANATOMY: Eye black.

Bill longer than Bonaparte's, nearly as long and
thinner than Ring-billed. Bill, legs, and feet
reddish-orange, near color of Caspian Tern bill.
Black tip on bill

BEHAVIOR: Never saw it fly more than 10 feet above the
water; usually lower. Preferred popcorn over bread
when both were offered. Displayed buoyant flight.
Once went into an erratic swooping flight, diving
up and down, back and forth, for 5-10 seconds.
Swooping flight reminded us of feeding Black Tern.

FAMILIARITY: I have observed: Black-headed (1 adult in
breeding plumage); Little (2 adults, breeding
and winter); Bonaparte's (1000+ in all
plumages.

COMPARISON: Larger than Little or Bonaparte's. More brown
on upperwing than Bonaparte's. Reddish-orange
bill with black tip clinches the identification.

PHOTOS: R.Schutsky, D.Heathcote, E. Witmer, J. Witmer.
Total of about 300 exposures.

ADDITIONAL RSR: Tom Garner. Schutsky and Heathcote
writing article for PA Birds.

ALL KNOWN OBSERVERS: Bob Schutsky, Cathy Hicks, Lori
Heathcote, Dan Heathcote, Larry Lewis, Jerry BoOOK,
Jason Book, Eric Witmer, Jan Witmer, Tom Garner.
All observations by boat on 22-23 February.
Bird was not relocated through 27 February with
daily searches from shore and a 4-hour boat
search with chumming on 27 February.

COMMENTS: First Lancaster County, PA record. Fifth PA
record; all others from Presque Isle. Third(?)
Maryland Piedmont record: I know of two from
Conowingo Dam in recent years.

SIGHTING AND REPORT BY: Robert M. Schutsky, P.O.Box 10,
1921 River Road, Drumore, PA 17518.
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DATE: 24 February 1992, from field notes taken 22 and 23
February 1992
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Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species:

Date of Sighting:
Observer(s):

Date of Submission:

Submitted by:

Common Black-headed Gull

22 February 1992 to 23 February 1992
Robert Schutsky, Eric Witmer

1992

Robert Schutsky, Eric Witmer
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